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NEWS FROM RETIRED
FORMER COLLEAGUES

" The Old Leeds OHL Central Line Gang at John Cracknell's retirement
- celebrations and reunion in November. The linesmen pictured range
in age from 28 to 92

g

The Old Leeds OHL Central

Line Gang - reunion and
retirement party

In November, 30 former OHL staff and their partners
met with old friends and former colleagues at The Irish
Centre on York Road, Leeds. The event was the chance
for everyone to get together and mark the retirement of
John Cracknell, who was the SAP OHL at Skelton Grange
Leeds until his retirement last February. Charlie Pickles
led the tributes to celebrate the occasion for John and
the former team of dedicated men based in Leeds who
were known as the Central Line Gang.

Graham Commons, Group Trustee and former Condition
Monitoring Technician, writes, ‘Formed in the late 1950s as
part of the CEGB North East Region, the Central Line Gang
were a group of specialist linesmen who carried out all
types of maintenance on 132kyv, 275kv and later the 400kv
high voltage overhead line network in what was then the
Yorkshire Division. Recruitment for the group came from
all walks of life. All new recruits gained basic training at the
National Overhead Line Training School and hands-on site
experience as part of a dedicated team of linesmen. Staff
numbers varied over the years, reaching a peak of over 40
in the late 1970s through to the late 1980s.

‘Major reorganisation occurred following nationalisation
of the industry and the gang was divided up and

posted to different report centres in the newly formed
National Grid. The days of the Central Line Gang were
over. The event on 9 November was a chance for us all to
remember old times, mark John Cracknell’s retirement
and help him celebrate. John was the last of that original

Gang to retire. Happy memories to you, John, and all
those who enjoyed times past.’

The Off Griders

Since spring this year, an informal group of retired former
colleagues, nicknamed ‘the Off Griders', who hail from ex
National Grid House and the surrounding area, have been
meeting up regularly.

The Off Griders enjoy a walk in the Malverns

lan Cartledge, former Safety Improvement Manager,
writes, ‘Just over 25 of us meet at 10am every first Tuesday
of the month at the Touch Down cafe at Wellsbourne
Airfield to catch up and discuss what's next on our
agenda of things to do. Already this year, activities have
included a visit to the Morgan car factory, canoeing the
Wye Valley, narrow boat trips and a walk in the Malvern
Hills. We endeavour to hold an event each month and
have a long list of activities waiting to be planned!

The group has the usual social media accounts and if
you're interested in joining us, getting involved or finding
out what's on this month, please contact Dave Wells at
davidweoe@btinternet.com.

NGCCREA - a tour of Tower Bridge

Secretary, Mike Evans writes, ‘For our September event

a total of 18 members and their guests visited London’s
Tower Bridge. The visit started with a river cruise from the
Embankment at Waterloo down to the Tower of London.
We then had an enjoyable pub lunch before taking our
guided tour of Tower Bridge. The highlight for some was
the walk across the glass floor, some 41 metres above

the Thames!
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We are sorry to inform you of the death of the following National Grid Electricity Group members.

Our condolences to their families and friends.

ALLEN Bernard Sidney, Bedford, Pensioner, aged 85
ALLIN Betty, East Sussex, Pensioner, aged 100

ALLISON Maureen, Leeds, Widow, aged 89

ASHMEAD Jean Elizabeth, Devon, Widow, aged 91
ATKINS Colin, Bristol, Pensioner, aged 74

AVERY David John, Bristol, Pensioner, aged 86

BARBER Arthur Richard, Surrey, Pensioner, aged 91
BARCLAY Doris Alicia, Hampshire, Widow, aged 86
BARNETT Richard George, Hertfordshire, Pensioner, aged 81
BARTLETT Victor Naylor, Lincolnshire, Pensioner, aged 90
BENTON Clarence John, Staffordshire, Pensioner, aged 85
BIGGS Joyce, Worcestershire, Pensioner, aged 80
BIRTLES David Alfred, Leicester, Pensioner, aged 72
BOULT Lucy Edna, Crewe, Widow, aged 95

BRADLEY Pamela, Surrey, Widow, aged 87

BROWN Peggy May, Surrey, Widow, aged 94

BRYON Terence Norman, Kent, Pensioner, aged 87
BURDETT Claude Cecil, Cornwall, Pensioner, aged 93
BURNETT Lionel Francis, Surrey, Pensioner, aged 79
BURNS Anthony Frederick, West Yorkshire, Pensioner, aged 82
CAINES Margaret Lilian Esme, Devon, Widow, aged 79
CARR John William, East Sussex, Pensioner, aged 84
CARR Joan Winifred, Lancashire, Widow, aged 97
CARROLL Trevor, Wiltshire, Pensioner, aged 93

CARVER David, Croydon, Pensioner, aged 91
CAVE-HAWKES Ellen Edna, Isle Of Man, Pensioner, aged 100
CHARLTON Norman, West Yorkshire, Pensioner, aged 89
CHEUNG Chak Hang, Surrey, Pensioner, aged 64
CHILTON Alice, West Yorkshire, Widow, aged 91

CLABON Patience Nellie, Hertfordshire, Widow, aged 97
CLARKE Joy, West Sussex, Widow, aged 61

CLIFFORD Thomas George, Bristol, Pensioner, aged 82
COX Loveda Mary, Bristol, Widow, aged 78

CROWLEY Leonard, Australia, Pensioner, aged 77

CURRY Alan Thomas, Tyne And Wear, Pensioner, aged 93
DAVIES Nesta, Clwyd, Widow, aged 87

DEBOISSIERE Myrle lanthe, London, Pensioner, aged 92
DEIGHTON Edward Morrell, Yorkshire, Pensioner, aged 78
DEVITT Dorothy Florence, Beds, Widow, aged 100
DUCKHAM James Derek, Hampshire, Pensioner, aged 88
DUNN Richard Douglas, East Sussex, Pensioner, aged 69
EDMUNDS Betty Maude, Cheshire, Widow, aged 99

ELLIS Herbert, Clwyd, Pensioner, aged 80

EYRE Dennis Arnold Roy, London, Pensioner, aged 89
FACKRELL J V, Surrey, Widow, aged 100

FARRANT Leonard William, London, Pensioner, aged 98
FERGUSON B J, Devon, Widow, aged 95

FISHER Lucy Ann, Newcastle upon Tyne, Widow, aged 84
FLETCHER Barbara Dorothy Maud, Birmingham, Widow, aged 89
FLETCHER Robert Bruce, Leeds, Pensioner, aged 64

FOX Carol Dawn, Hampshire, Pensioner, aged 52

FOX Anthony Arthur Folkarde, South Yorkshire, Pensioner, aged 81
FRERK Barbara, Surrey, Widow, aged 87

FROST Eileen Grace, Ipswich, Widow, aged 95

GIBSON Stella Joyce, Warrington, Widow, aged 93

GLUE Colin Michael, Hampshire, Pensioner, aged 67
GOODALL Michael Ernest, Hampshire, Pensioner, aged 83
GRANT Reginald Edward, Bristol, Pensioner, aged 90
HABGOOD Barbara, Devon, Pensioner, aged 85

HALL Timothy Henry James, Devon, Pensioner, aged 74
HAND | J, Peterborough, Widow, aged 96

HARRIS Edna, East Sussex, Widow, aged 85

HARRIS Cicely Teresa, Hertfordshire, Widow, aged 88
HEWITT M J, Spain, Pensioner, aged 82

HIBBERT Bryan, Blackburn, Pensioner, aged 71

HILL Peter, Southampton, Pensioner, aged 85

HONESS N F, Kent, Widow, aged 88

HUMPHERSON Margaret Frances, Nottingham, Pensioner, aged 89
JACKS Alan, Cheshire, Pensioner, aged 83

JACKSON Glenys Valerie, Kent, Widow, aged 80

JENKINS Dilys Catherine, Carmarthen, Widow, aged 79
JERVIS William Brian, Chelmsford, Pensioner, aged 90
JOHNSTON Leslie Edward, Spain, Pensioner, aged 93
JONES John Brynmor, London, Pensioner, aged 78

JONES Margarita Victoria, Essex, Widow, aged 95

JONES Kenneth, Kent, Pensioner, aged 79

KIRKHAM Josephine Margaret, Isle Of South Uist, Pensioner, aged 82
LARGE Irene Constance, West Midlands, Pensioner, aged 96
LAVIERS Gwyn Davies, West Midlands, Pensioner, aged 79
LEIGHTON Heidelinde, Bedfordshire, Deferred, aged 49
LEVERSEDGE Robert George, Kent, Pensioner, aged 88
LLOYD Joyce Mary, Lincolnshire, Widow, aged 95

MARKS Alan Edward, Warwickshire, Pensioner, aged 70
MARR Maurice Keith, Solihull, Pensioner, aged 77
MARSDEN George, South Humberside, Pensioner, aged 95
MARSHALL John Wiiliam Jesse, Norfolk, Pensioner, aged 87
MARVELL Gwendoline Joyce, Surrey, Widow, aged 93
MAYNE Doris, Newcastle Upon Tyne, Widow, aged 91
MCKENZIE Denis, Bedfordshire, Pensioner, aged 92
MILLER Robert, West Yorkshire, Pensioner, aged 74
MORRIS Linda Allison, Essex, Widow, aged 78

MURPHY Cerald, London, Pensioner, aged 88

NICHOLLS John Lewis, Nottinghamshire, Pensioner, aged 80
NICHOLLS Edmund Bailey, Lincolnshire, Pensioner, aged 78
OBASUKE Joseph Peter, Warrington, Pensioner, aged 69
OBERTELLI John Walter, Kent, Widower, aged 84
OCONNOR Barbara Agnetta, Bristol, Widow, aged 89
OLLETT Maurice, Hull, Pensioner, aged 93

PALEY Mary, Cheshire, Widow, aged 86

PEARSON Enid Irene, Oxford, Widow, aged 91

PETTET Daphne Barbara, Kent, Widow, aged 90

PLESTED Ronald Gilbert, Southampton, Pensioner, aged 83
PRICE Albert Ryan, Dorset, Pensioner, aged 91

PRITCHARD Emyr Wyn, Warrington, Pensioner, aged 82
RATCLIFFE Albert, Warrington, Pensioner, aged 92

RAYNER Bert Frederick, Birmingham, Pensioner, aged 96
RAYNER Hilda May, Birmingham, Widow, aged 94

READ Betty Kathleen, Kent, Widow, aged 90
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REDGEWELL Eleanor Ada, Essex, Widow, aged 89

RIGGS Edwin Joseph, Southampton, Pensioner, aged 78
ROBBINS Betty, Leeds, Widow, aged 90

ROBERTSON Sally Denise, Bristol, Pensioner, aged 57
ROBINSON Frederick Joseph, Essex, Pensioner, aged 80
ROWLEY Diana, Cambridgeshire, Widow, aged 84
SAUNDERS Ronald Phillip, Warwickshire, Pensioner, aged 51
SAUNDERS John, Kent, Pensioner, aged 71

SAVAGE May, Tyne & Wear, Widow, aged 92

SELVES John, Surrey, Pensioner, aged 84

SEMKEN Joyce Marigold, Kent, Widow, aged 97

SEVERS David John, Surrey, Widower, aged 88

SIMMONS Jeffrey Keith, Northamptonshire, Pensioner, aged 75
SMITH Esther Mary, Nottinghamshire, Widow, aged 88
SMITH Peter Michael, Bristol, Pensioner, aged 74

STAGG Derek, Essex, Pensioner, aged 85

STIRK Claude, Leeds, Pensioner, aged 94

STONES Joan Mary, South Humberside, Widow, aged 92
STOTT Cecil Roy, Surrey, Pensioner, aged 94

STRATHERN Frank George, Gloucestershire, Pensioner, aged 89
STRATTON Lilian May, Norfolk, Widow, aged 89
STRUDWICK James, East Sussex, Pensioner, aged 87
TAYLOR Violet Mary, West Midlands, Widow, aged 85

CONTACTS

RPMI Pensions Administration

David White, Unit 2, Rye Hill Office Park,
Birmingham Road, Allesley, Coventry CV5 9AB

Pensions payroll: Anita Yates Telephone: 02476 472540

Email: enquiries@rpmi.co.uk

Electrical Industries Charity
Helpline Telephone: 0800 652 3460.

Welfare Helpline and Prize Draw RPMI
Telephone: 02476 472540

Trustee Services

Group Administrator, National Grid plc,
National Grid House, Warwick Technology Park,
Gallows Hill, Warwick CV34 6DA

Team telephone: 01926 654655

Email: uk.pensions@nationalgrid.com

Pensions brief editor:
Helen Taylor helen.taylori@nationalgrid.com

TEAGUE Alan, Norwich, Pensioner, aged 92

THOMAS Lily Edith, Kent, Pensioner, aged 91

THOMAS P, Hertfordshire, Pensioner, aged 89

THOROGOOD Ellen Nora, Essex, Widow, aged 100
TREHEARN Tony Bernard, Dorset, Pensioner, aged 87
TREVASKIS James Henry, Somerset, Pensioner, aged 83
UNWIN Enid Marjorie, Lincolnshire, Widow, aged 87
WALKER Paul Haydn, West Yorkshire, Pensioner, aged 73
WALLIS Thomas Anthony, East Sussex, Pensioner, aged 91
WARBY Ellen Margaret, Kent, Pensioner, aged 91

WARD Doris May, Birmingham, Pensioner, aged 91

WATKINS Mary Myfanwy, Surrey, Pensioner, aged 96
WATMORE John, Hampshire, Pensioner, aged 90

WELLS Eileen Patricia, Middlesex, Widow, aged 85

WHALE Albert Thomas John, Cambridgeshire, Pensioner, aged 92
WHALLEY Barry, Morecambe, Contributing member, aged 57
WILKINSON Robin, Leicestershire, Pensioner, aged 75
WILLIAMS J H, Reading, Widow, aged 101

WILLIAMS Derek Edward, West Midlands, Pensioner, aged 80
WOODMAN Michael Thomas, Somerset, Pensioner, aged 88
WORTHINGTON Michael Ronald, East Sussex, Pensioner, aged 71
YATES Lee, Hampshire, Pensioner, aged 88

The Money and Pensions Service

This is a Government service that offers free and impartial
guidance about workplace and personal pensions.

It combines the services previously provided by

Pension Wise, the Money Advice Service and the
Pensions Advisory Service.

It provides free guidance to anyone aged over 50 with DC
pension savings. Find out about your options and book an
appointment on 0800 138 3944.

It also provides free and impartial advice about general
financial issues. You can use the online tools and calculators
to help you keep track of your finances and plan ahead. You
can phone them about this on 0800 138 1677 or send

a WhatsApp message to +44 7701 342744,
www.moneyandpensionsservice.org.uk

Pensions Ombudsman

The Pensions Ombudsman assists members and
beneficiaries of pension schemes with any dispute
they have. Telephone: 0800 917 4487
www.pensions-ombudsman.org.uk

HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC)*

Customer Operations, Queensway House, East Kilbride,
Glasgow G79 1AA

Telephone: 0300 200 3300 *quote ref no: 875/MZ17066




